“Take your practice to the next level
through innovation, real world application and creativity.”
PROGRAM BEGINS OCTOBER 2018

Templates for the lessons have
been constructed using best
practices of gifted education
and curriculum pedagogy
and have the flexibility and
elasticity to accommodate any
grade level or content area.

▪ SAMPLE LESSON PLAN - PAGE 3

“What should teachers
observe in relationship
to student learning
responses and outcomes
of a differentiated
curriculum?”

REGISTRATION IS OPEN
https://tinyurl.com/DiffCurric18

TUITION

JOIN THE OCTOBER 2018 COHORT NOW

Program Fee: $2,000 per person.
Groups of 5 or more receive a 10%
discount.

Experience a face-to-face learning environment in which faculty and peers
participate in scheduled class sessions each week.

USC Rossier School of Education
CECELIA OLMOS
colmos@usc.edu
213.740.8536
rossier.usc.edu/programs/pd/
differentiated-curriculum-forgifted-students/

“What is
differentiation?”
“What strategies are used
to teach a differentiated
curriculum?”

“ You will receive
actual differentiated
curriculum in the
form of lesson plans
along with coaching
and support from a
curriculum expert to
help you implement
the lessons in your
classroom.”

LEARN MORE

Certificate in Differentiated Curriculum
for Gifted and Talented Students

Miss a class session?
No problem. Access
class videos and
modules at your
convenience, 24-hours
a day, and receive
personalized feedback
via email and/or
during online faculty
office hours.

“This course is 100% worth my
time as a classroom teacher and
an aspiring school leader. The
content is relevant and is effectively
designed to show me how I can
embed differentiated strategies
into my units of study and daily
instruction to support my gifted
learners and push my whole class.
From learning thinking skills, to
crafting meaningful objectives, to
practicing how to label different
questions so my students can
develop the agency they need to be
independent thinkers, to learning
how to successfully and easily embed
the depth and complexity icons into
my instruction, I would recommend
this course for any educator looking
to take their practice to the next
level through innovation, real world
application and creativity.”
Whitney Curtis
Teacher

rossier.usc.ed u/programs/pd/ | 213.740. 3291

A CURRICULAR APPROACH: HOW TO
DIFFERENTIATE CURRICULUM FOR GIFTED AND
TALENTED STUDENTS
The Differentiated Curriculum for Gifted and Talented Students program uses
the tenets of differentiated curriculum for gifted and high ability learners and
encourages the spillover effect to improve the accessibility of academic rigor for
all students. This program is intended for credentialed teachers, coaches, and
administrators.

PROGRAM FEATURES
Created by Dr. Sandra Kaplan, USC Rossier Professor of Education and expert on
gifted education, and facilitated by Dr. Jessica Manzone, this yearlong program
is delivered online using a robust learning management system.
As part of this four-course program, you will receive
• actual differentiated curriculum in the form of lesson plans for each module
of study;
• weekly coaching and personalized support;
• insights into contemporary ideas and issues in gifted education;
• strategies to become a teacher-leader and gifted advocate;
• 24-hour access to class content and asynchronous modules;
• a USC Certificate on Differentiated Curriculum.

rossier.usc.ed u/programs/pd/ | 213.740. 3291

A unique feature of The Differentiated Curriculum for Gifted and
Talented Students four-course program is the actual differentiated
curriculum in the form of lesson plans that you will receive for each
module of study.

The curriculum provided in The Differentiated Curriculum for Gifted and
Talented Students four-course program consists of a series of lessons to
be taught with the students in your classroom.

PROGRAM
COURSES
COURSE 1
Critical and Creative Thinking
Skills
This course introduces critical
thinking skills within the core
standards-based curriculum.
Students will learn how to think
divergently, value creatively and
integrate creative skills with
content skills.
COURSE 2
Dimensions of Depth and
Complexity
This course introduces
the prompts of depth and
complexity. Students will learn
to define different types of
prompts used to provoke learner
interest and attention. This
course will also focus on the art
and types of questioning and
will guide students in applying
these questions to different
disciplines.
COURSE 3
Universal Concepts and
Big Ideas
This course introduces and
discusses universal concepts
and big ideas, such as change,
power and conflict. Students
are provided with opportunities
to make interdisciplinary
connections between and
across disciplines. This is one
of the major goals inherent
in a differentiated curriculum
appropriately designed for gifted
and high-ability learners.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

PROGRAM
COURSES cont.
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COURSE 4
Independent Study
This course takes students
through the selection and
completion of an independent
study research project, including
choosing a topic, developing
research questions, conducting
and organizing research, and
presenting the findings.
ADDITIONAL COURSES
Two new courses that
expand the understanding of
differentiation.
COURSE 1
Teaching the New Prompts of
Depth and Complexity
This course introduces students
to the eight new prompts of
depth and complexity and is
implemented in a variety of
lessons. These prompts will be
associated with the old prompts
and will be related to the CCSS
and NGSS.
COURSE 2
Differentiating the Common
Core State Standards
This course provides teachers
with a set of lesson plans
that operationalize the CCSS
with the use of the California
GATE standards. The lessons
facilitate interdisciplinarity and
emphasize the core curriculum
subject areas across grade
levels.

